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by 1 Epiſtle A 
pon the Error 4 the MuEk 


* titudeyin the Caſeof Couſin 


Germans Marriages, '/ 
wiſhd indeed their miſtake 
corrected, but did not defign 
to tell them bow much they 
were miſtaken. For I am 
uot tpnorant how little even 
things of greater conſequence 


. willprevail , when there are | 


great numbers ſet - againſt 
them; whom the Reajon that 
cometh - from -one man can 
as little conquer, 'as a ſmgle 
man's. $Swordcan whole thog- 


Jands, engag d-by Heat anil 
Jenorance in. a wrong (anſe. 


_ —— 


IM 
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tothe Reader. 
Bejides, ſome who may be my 
Friends inthe Caſe , will not 
perhaps be ſo in my handling 
of it, bud . will think me et- 
ther flat vr triviall ; andfo 
the Criticalneſſe and curiofity 
of theſe , wit! burt me no lefie 
then the rude prejudices of 


' the other. But-at the foli- 


citations of ſome Perfons ,who 
would.not wittingly defixe any 
thing. of me that might;be my 
injury , I was at laſt perſua- 
ded notwholly to "Ahnke 


1 had not the (Confidence ſo 


\ 


much as to think of before. 
efndindeed when, I conſider 
eration | of 3 how 


The Epiſtle 
how much ſomeCouſin Ger: 
mans, Whoſe prudent Love 
viay have engay d them in 
Aarriage, have been worry- 
ed by the Cenſures of the Ma- 
ny ; how ſome alſo to their 
great miſery, and ſomtimes to 
almoſt their Ruin; have been 
croſt by. their Friends , who 
have either thought ſuch Wed- 
lock unlawful, or elfe who 


| Bavye ſet themſelves againſt 
zt out of a Scrupuloſity of thei 


own Credit , or perhaps too 
yreat a Compliance with ſoine 
men who love to be offenfed 


with many: things they" hit 


| " _ mothing 


"> ar . a on 


_ _ totheReader, 
nothing to do with; and lafily 
bow others after Marriave , 
not being able to defend what 
they have done, have by the 
miſenided zeal of ſome, been 
. broupht to think they have 
committed a great (rimeand 
fo are made to interpret whats 
ever (rofie they ſuffer, to bes 
judgment upon them for their 
Loves ; 1 may feem todo not 
an uncharitable, and ill ni 
td ation , tf I hall en- 
deavour to: firengthen' ſome 
Cthbo are more' nearly- con- 
cern d in a good opinion of fach 


Wedlock.and toinform others, = 
Be el 4. (ho 


The Epitle, || 


Coe arenotengaged , that 
akiegy. tay nevbe fo haſty to 
eengemn what in it ſelf &'ve- | 1 
ra {aufull,andofrentimes may 
- be.,pery expedient. | «And 
* theawh I expet to be.ng.leſſe 
 \Genſar d by ſome, for plear 
ang for theſe Marriages then 
If.1 4p» /elf were a perfon en- 
gazedinthemyget if 1can here 
andthere prevail with a few 
hs. lay, aſede prejudice, andcor- 
| ret amiilake ſo generally re- 
Eg d,.. {hall thinkit, 4 good - 
reward for theſe ſmall Pains 

| ' I have taken. But, if 1may 

| mole « wiſh more then Ordi« 


nary 


_— GI... 
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tothe Reader, 
nary for this Paper , I would 
Chooſe one place peculiarly for 
its pood acceptance, and that 
upon tbe account of two Pere 
fons, whoſe Credit and Intereſt 


not leſi dear to me then mine 
own; and though their Loves 


are not ſo ſlight as that a ((en- 


fure can ſhake them; nor they 
ſoill perſuadedof the lawful- 
neſie of ſuch «ALarriage , as 
that theywill think any affli- 
ion they may undergoe with 
others, or apart by themſelves 
tobe a ſcourge for their Wed- 
lockas unlawful, yet they will 

the more Friends if this 
wi Pampbles 


ot The Bpilte: 


P amphlec be'pell acrepted:for 
ha ficeaſ of.nbich 7 wr be 
very little folivvtous,if without 
«T hey themſelves will be well 
thonsht of 3 'a thing which 1 
can very faintly promiſe to 
them,Jmce a Mans own Goun- | 
try, rfor the moff PR 
bis Friend; and, aifethad | 
| @ Right foto do , will deal the | 
| voſt uncivilly by hum, Thave 
fomtimes wondre d how-thus 0- 
pinion of the uvlawfulneſſe 
of firſt Couſins Marriages 
ſhould beſo venerally received, 
| eſpecial jnce together withſo. 
many other Truths itwuryo 
pohet out 
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to the Reader. 


out of the Papiſts hands, and 
—_—_— byAenry $8, Ed- 
ward 6'b andthe very firſt At 


of Elizabeth ; when before , 


it 1was 4 matter of Mony and 
made unlawfull , only that by 


' Diſpenſations it might in- . - | 


ereaſe the Popes Treaſure: 
a thing which ſome, who deſer- 
vedly are againſt the uſurpati- 
ons of Rome, do not think of 
and if they do, -1 know not 
bow they will avoid their being 
really the Popes Friends, fmee 
There 1 othing in Scripture, 
the Orders of our Church, 
Wor in Reafon that does for- 


bid . 


bidit. But I will ſay nomore 
fence Þ bave ſpoken ſufficient- 
ly in the following pages ; and 
IT am a fraid too largely for 
ſuch a fubjett ; unleſe it be to 
thoſe who are reſolv'd before 
hand not to (| hange their 0- 
pinion; and theſe if they will 


| takethe pains toread , 1 am 


contented ſhould be tir d. 


1 have been con/traind to an - 
fer ſome ObjeHions which an 


'  angenious. e MM an may think 


ſuperfluous , but which 1 choſe 


not to.omit/,. leſt they ſhould be 
wrg'd by ignorant men,. eA if 


they couldnot be anſwer'd = 
ne | . 


; 


F 


to theReader, 
fo ſhould be a means of their 
farther Cenſures and unchart- 
tableneſie. The truth of it 
uw, very few of thoſe who are a- 
ny whit knowing, do queſtion 
the Lawfulneſle of the thing ; 
fothatwhatÞ have written, 
forthe moſt purt writ to theCa- 
| pacity of the Common People; 
andif it be not ſuch az a ſcholar 
will read, it not ſuch as the 
unlearned willnot underſtand. 


eAndit it upon this acconnt e- 
ſpecially that: I bave avoided 
great numbers of Quotations ; 
which if Thad taken , as they 
are already uſed, without Con- 
< ſulting 


- 
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ſulting the Authors them- 
ſelves, perhaps { might have 
had as good aright tothem as 
Jome others, for, as one ſaith 
true enough , they are often- 
times like Gaping, that ors 

rom one to another, unqueſti- 
on d and meenly ont of Courſe, 
But,yet if any one would ſee 
authorityes of Learned men , 


 andexamplesof Couſin Ger- 


mans eM arriages, he may 
conſult Gothotrid de nupt. 
Confobrin : Butlers Syn- 
penta, and Biſhop Taylors 
Duca. Dubitant, efnd 
fance there are ſam 


any who are 
unknowing 


Pug ney —ys ww wr IR WF 17 


tothe Reader, 
unknowing in this Caſe; and 7 


know no Peece in Engliſh that 
peculiarly treats of thu ſubjet, 

bus ſuch as caunot be bought a 
lone,or elſe | fach as are either 
200 ſhort, or not eafily under- 
ftood,T - the vulgar will be 
willing to accept thu Paper, 
and others not unwilling to ox» 


eaſe it, 


SIR 
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Sir, 


SZ Have bcen ſome- 
\ HIS! times more then 4 
a Ill licle difturb'd at 
= ſome men, whoſe is» 
norance hath tendered them very 
perverle;and could have wiſh'd 
a lictle mote of judgement and 
diſcretion in ſome of thoſe alſo, 
whoſe conſtant endeavours after 
knowledg , and Lives ſpent in 
Books and Learning , ſhould one 
would think give them a berrer 
inſight into things, then for the 
molt part we ſhall find they 
Sn !-: '.. £ The 


| (2) 

The Reaſons of the errors of 
theſe Latter may I think be redu- 
cedroone,or all of theſe Heads. 

1, Their making all their Rea- 
ding ſtoop to thoſe Notions 
which were inſtill'd' into them 
when young , by their Fathers 
or Maiters, and the eſteemin 
all as falſe, which doe differ 
trom thoſe principles they then 
ſuck-din. or: 

24ly. Theirpleaſure in oppos« 
ſing things received for , and 
which. are trath,, that foe they 
may the berter be taken for men 
of parts and greater Learning 
then ordinary, of, _ 

24ly. Their willingneſls to 
condemne {ome things as une 
Javvfull, or, ar leaſt, uncredi- 


table that ſoc they may appear 
to 


to 


£1 


(3) 
to be ofa more rail'd Zeal, and 
reater Sanfitythen other men. 
I will content my felfe in che 
bare mentioning of theſe things, 
( though they might bee large» 
ly ſpoken to ) and will onely 
take norice that the perverloeſle 
ofthe Vulgar,proceeds trom the 
ill exawple otchele men I now 
ſpoke of , 'v hether it be in an 
affeted boaſting of Learning of 
Santlity , which is a great Crime, 
or in a miſguided Piety which is 
our great unhappineſs. For 
when they have gottenthe Opi-. 
nion of being Learn'd, judicious, 
or Zealous, whatſoever they 
ſay ſhall be efteem'd as Goſpell; 
andthough Reafon ſhall be able 
romanifeſt che contrary , yet be- 


caule ſome of chem ſeem to act 
B2 by 


W) 
by the Spirit,their Opinions ſhall 


* bebetter then others Demonſtra- 


tions,and the Infall:ble Pope ſhall 
be moſt ſer up in thoſe who 
would becaken co be his greateſt 
enemies, 

Perchance, Sr, you wonder at 
what [ driveintheſe words, and 
itmay be you will chink meraſh 
in my Cenſures. 1 wiſh Sr I 
were, forthen we ſhould have 
more of candor and good- nas 
ture, and lefſe of Humor and 
Prejudicein the world then novy 
vve have. Bit ſceing many lavy- 
full things are cryd down, a- 
mong which none more thenche 
Wedlock of Cofin Germans, (athing 
which. upon the account of a 
Friend of mine have no reaſon 


to ſpeak againſt) | thought to ſer 


; downe 


(5) 
downe the grounds of mens mi- 
ſtakes in this and many other 
actions, », 

And becauſe the Marriage of 
firſt Coſins is very innocent, and 
yet has {o many enemies, | will 
in pity ſpeake one good word 
forit; tince from a right opinion 
of the thing , the lives of many 
would be made, not only more 
pleaſant, bur more fortunate too, 
and yer no injury done to any 
man, And ſurely if the lavwful- 
neſi-, anJ expedience of things 
do create them an eſteem with 
pradene men; why , ſuch Mar. 
riages ſhould be lo leverely cen- 
ſur'd, Iſee no reaſon : for they are 
in themſelves alwayes Lawful, 
and ſometimes may be Expedi- 
ent, The proving of which ſball 
B3 be 


(6) 
the matter of the following pa- 
es, 
: 1. Forthe lawfullneſſe of them. 
Thoſe things that are not a- 
gainſtthe Law of Nature, the Law 
of God ,nor the Law of the Land 
cannot but be in themſelves 


Lawtull, and that theſe Marria« 


ges are againſt none of - theſe 
will be manifeſt from the an{we. 
ring theſe following Objeftions 
againſt them. 

1. Their being againſt Nature: 
2. Their being forbid by Scripture, 
3*ly Their hindering of the ſpreading 
of Society , and Friendſhip , which 
i enouth among Naturall Relati- 
ons already. 

4. The «ll proſþering of them, 

5. Their being forbid by Theo- 
dafius aud Arcadius Chriſtian Emo 


perogrs 2 ; 


(7) 


perours, with ſevere Puniſhments to 
Offenders in this kind . 

6. Their not being in uſe with 
the Primative ( bri/tians X 

7. Their being prohibited by the 
Apoſtles Canons , and the Canon 
Law. 

8, It being unl:wf1ll for Second 
(onſins to marry and therefore Firſt 
may net. 

9. However, if they are not uns 
lawfull, yet a wiſe man upon the ac- 
count of Credit will abſtain from 
them. | 

Theſe are the greateſt argu» 
ments that 1 ever heard, orcan 
think againſt them; And chough 
ſome of them may appear plau» 
ſible , yer if cthroughly ſearch'd, 
will be yain cnough and of no 
force. 
£ B 4 1, They 
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1. They ſay theſe Marriages 
are againlt Nature: forthe Imas» 
ges of the Comman Parents be. 
ing not worn our of thole who 
are ſo nearly related to them , it 


'1s a kind of inceſt for them to 


mix. 

I might here have a fair Field 
to proceed in , and might prove 
theWedlock of Firſt Coutins not 
to be againſt Nature, from nea» 
rer conjuncions in the Earlieſt 
Generations of Man, who when _ 
all chings elſe have had a nas 
turall Beginning , cannor be 
thought to ſpring from an un- 
naturall Foundation. But [ will 
not. bring any thing here that 
may be thought by common 
Capacities to be uncouth ; and 


ſince the queſtion docs nor need 


it 


(9) 
it I will goto the 2* Objeion, 
and ſhevy 

That thele Marriages are not 
forbid by Scripture ; where, if 
they were againſt Nature, with- 
out controverſy they would be 
direQly prohibited. 

And indeed ſo great a Reve- 
rence have wee for that Sacred 
olume , that we willingly ac- 

. knowledge our intereſt and af- 

feftions muſt vail ro it;and even 
that of our Love, which can con- 
temn Honours, quell ambiti- 
on, trample upon the power of 
Gold, and conquerall things elſe 
inthe world , ſhall calmly ſub- 
mit it {elf ro thoſe ſupreme Di- 
Rates. Nor ſhall we daringly , 
like ſome, inquire into Gods 


commands, why He , wn 
Pp a 
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(10) 
all Goodnefle, ſhould fo con- 
fine men , and by his Laws 
make many things to become 
fin to them , which otherwife 
would not have hinder'd their 
well being on Earth, and would 
have made their Way to Heaven 
alſo moreealy to be walk'd in. 


' We acknowledge him juſt, in all 


his Actings, and will reſt in 
his reveal'd will (though we do 
not underſtand the realon ofir ) 
as proceeding from the Higheſt 
Wildome. Though certainly , 
inthis thing of Reſtraining Mar- 
riages, we may eaſily diſcern the 
Good of Society, and the Peace and 
Welfare of Families to be happily 
contriv'd and commanded, 

We will view a little what 
his will in this preleqe Caſe of 
ours is, And 


(11) 

And ſurely, Sir, among thoſe 
Relations who are forbid to 
marry, we ſhall. not find the 
leaſt mention of Coulin Ger» 
mans, It is ſaid indeed Lev. 18, 
That none jhall approach to any who 
# near of kin tohim, but all thoſe 
who by Blood arc related , are 
notto be thought near of kin * for 
the Difference 15 very great. On- 
ly thoſe are properly laid to be 
nearof Kincoa man, who are 
either his Father ,or Mother , his 
Brother, or Siſter , his Son or 
Daughter, or thoſc, who deſcend 
farther from him, or whom he 
is deſcended from in a ftraight 
Line. And that only theſe are 
meant by near of Kin we may 
ſee from Lev. 21.1, 2,3. None 
ſhallbe defiled for the Dead among 
Jon, 
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(12) 
you, but for bis Kin that # near 
him; for bs Father and. bis Mother, 
for bis Brother and Siſter who :s a 
Virzin, for bus Son and Daughter, 
for theſe He may be defild, Aad 
if ſome others Levir.18, who are 
more remote, are torbid to mar- 
ry , itis not becaule they are pro- 
perly near of Kin , but or lome 
other reaſon : for Reverence and 
Honour , as in the Mother in 
Law, and ſome others , orche 
better ſecuring ofchoſe who are 
eruly near, and are by no mcans 
to betouch'd, Perhaps, as there 
were Bounds fer round the 
Mount; not thatit was init {elf 
unlawful ro- go nearer , bur if 
the People had been permitred 
that, they would have been apt 
to profane the Sacred Hill, And 
that 


(13) 

that Near of Kin is to be taken 
in this ſtr;&er Senſe, 13 manifeſt; 
elſe how will thole who arein 
more Remote Degrees, and yet 
tearm'd near ot Kin, be permit- 
ted Mairiage, as Ruth a. 20, 
where this Phrale is attributed 
to Boaz who wasto Marry Ruth, 
and 2 Sam. 19, 42 where allthe 
Men of Judah call David their 
near Ainſman? 

And indeed had itbeen un- 
lawfull for Couſin Germans ts 
Marry , He who could not be 
ſaid to forget, as Men do, who 
could not over look a thing 
which he would have obſery'd 
by his People for ever , would 
have told us ſo in as expreſs 
tearmes as he had ſaid other 
things, 

And 


(14) 
And here we may obſerve 
thata poſitive Command is not 
neceſſary for the' making things 


. to be Lawtull, but the not be- 


ing forbid . is {ufficient for that. 
For it is the deſigne of Laws to 
"a timits and bounds to that li. 

erty which we baye by Nacure, 
and to oblige us to the obler. 
vance of ſome peculiar comes 
mands.and therefore Nature and 


Reaſon will tell you that where 


there is no particular Precept or 
Prohibition to bind us, we are 
lefr toour Liberty and Choice ,* 
todo, ornotto do, Andrth 


Man may addi& himſelfe to 
Study or Learning , not that 
he had dire command for it 
( for with equall Right he 
might: have been a Merchant, 

or 


(15) 
or of ſome other Calling ) but 
becaulc he is noc prohibited by 
any Law, he may follow 
Whac his own Genius and 1n- 
clination lead him to. And ſo 
we way Marry a Couſin Gers- 
man , not becauſe we are comes 
manded, but becauſe we are 
not forbid. | 
But ir may be ſome will ſay 
that what ] ſpeak is true where 
there is no Probibirion at all, bur 
though there be no politive nor 
direct one, yet ifcthere be an in- 
direct and Conlcquenriall one,it 
es the action unlawfull, and 


ſuch there may ſeetn ro be in our 
preſent Caſe. For albeit in ex- 
prefſe terms the Marriages of firſt 
Couſins are not prohibited, yer 
from ſome of thoſe thatare, we 

may 


F 


(16) | 
may infer that theſe areno leſs : 
for where there are lome who 
are at larger Diſtances remov'd 
whom yet we may not Marry , 
it may ſeem by no means fit that 
thoſe who are nearer ſhould be 
permitred. 1 muſt contels Sir , 
this would be ſomthing if all 
were forbjd there upon the ac» 
count of Nearneſle ; but there 
_ are peculiar reaſons for peculiar 
Perſons and Degrees. Thus, Sir, 
my Great Aunt, or my ſiſters 
Neece are as far removed from 
mc asa Firſt Couſin:and yerwho 
grant (onſin Germans may Mar- 
ry will deny the Lawfulaeſſe of 
the other, Nay ſuppole an Un. 
cle or an Aunt to be remov'd 
ewo or three Degrees further(as 
we may calily ſuppoſe ſuch a 

thing 


<5) 
.thing') from the Neece or Ne- 
ps, , it would be unlawfull 
forthele ro Marty , though ne- 
ver any denyed that Third (on- 
finrmight, which yet are as 
near as theſe I mention. The 
reaſon of this will be ſeen pre- 
{catly. | 

And ſurely Fiſt (ouſins are not 
fo little away remov'd from the 
Common Stock , as by the moſt 
they arethoughtto be, They are 
inthe fourth Degree, as the Ci. 
vil Law do truly account, for [o 
many degrees are to be reckoned 
as thereare perſons from the 
commonParem, ſo the ſon is one 
ſep remoy'd from the father ; 
his fon isrwo. This Sons Uncle 
is one-Degree-from the common 
Parent, bis Daughter rwo. So 
 '; & - - on 
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(8) 
that theſe Degrees added toge: 
ther make four, whence Conſm 
Germans are tour degrecs diſtant. 
Nor can itin reaſon be thought 
thar they are but ſo many Steps 
from oneanother astheyare from 
the C ommon Stock : for to knovy 
their Relation you muſt run v 
from the Nephew tothe Grand. 
father, and from the Grandfa- 
cher down to the Neece; which 
is to meaſure four Degrees. And 
thus Vlpian. in quarts gradu per- 
mittitur ( onjugium extra tas pere 
onas que locum Parentum Libero- 
rumque habent, Thofe who. are 
- che fourth degree may marry, 
unleſſe it be thoſe who are inthe 
place of Fachers and Children., 
as apreat Uncle is to a Neece, or 
that Neece to her Brothers = Si- 
ers 
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(19) 
ſters Grandſon. Here the mort 
they are remov'd the lefſe reafon 
there is for their Marrying , be- 
cauſe as a Father has a Patcrnall 
Right over ten Generations could 
he live to ſce them ſpring from 
himina Dire Line, (his old 
age requiring from the” lateſt 
Grandchildren Reſpe# and Re- 
verence ſo often encreaſed as the 
name of father comes berwixe 
' him and them ) ſo Uncles and 
Aunnts ſince they are quaſs Paren« 
zes , intheplace of Fathers and 
Mothers , muſt have the greater 
reſpe& by how much the more 
the Name of Uncle and Aunt 
comes betwixt them and their 
Nephews and Neeces, fothat it 
would be more abſurd fora Great 
Vaele to Marry his Neece , thei 
EET 4200 


(0) 
for an immediate uncle co Marty | 
| his. | 

Bur, Sir,could it not be prov d | 

: by good realon ( as 1 per- 
ſovade my lelfe iris) that Coulin | | 
Germans Marriages are not for. | | 
bid by Scriptute, yet the Exam» | 
ples of good men among the | | 
Jews , afterthis Law in Leviti | | 
; cus" was made,” area ſufhcient }. 
? Evidence that they arc nor un- f | 
Jawfull, © The Daughters of Ze | | 
fophebad Mablab, Tiga, Hogla, | 

: and Noabwere Marryed to their | | 
Fathers Brothers Sons, Numb 36. | | 
\ T1. [n which place God noton- | | 
ly ſeems to approve oftheir Mare | | 
F riage , but to have enjoynedthem | | 
w do as they did. for ir is ſaid | | 
They did as the Lord commanded | 
_ and took their Fathers Bro= | | 
; i thers 


(21) 
thers Sohs. v. 10, Where we may 
take notice , thatthis command 


was-given to the Daughters at 


Zelophebad nog as it ic authoriz'd 
them for the making of;; theſe 
Marriages which were. before 
enlawfall, noryer as itic{hew'd 
that ſuch wedlock was never ro 
be made unleſte inthe. like Cale, 
( for; where is therethe leaſt ap- 
pedrance that-they were before 
prohibied?)' but yyhar was Jaw. 
fall for all before , . who were 
na neartrot Kin, may feemra 
be made neceſſary for Hrire/es, 


for.you know ; Sh the cauſe of 


theis? Marryiog thus, was that 
their inheritance ſhould not paſſe 


fromthe Tribe oftheir eaberain 


It As any carl ſhouldftayin 
Freon, amily too, ratherthen- 
rin 14 | C3 goe 


(22) 
goeto Strangers, | Which thing; 
it is very likely ; from the Jews 
grew a Cuſtome amongſt other 
Nations allo. Thus Terent. in 
Phorm. 

Lex eft ut Orba , qu ſunt genere proxims, 
Jis nxbant,+ illos ducere cadew Hee Lex jubet« 
and forthe greater credit of this 
Inſtance of Zelophehads Daugh- 
ters, we may obſervethar none. 
of the Jews afterwards, whe« 
ther the Xare?, orthe Talmadifts 
{thoſe who ſtuek ro the words | 
of the Law , not admitting any. | 
thing elſe but verhat could necef. | 
frily and plainly be inferred } 
thence,or thoſe who would have - 
their Nicer argumentations 'atid |, 
illations, and what is more, the |: 
Hereditary tranfmiſlion of inter- |. 
pretations ) did eyercodemn the 

* " Marnage 
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(x3) 
Marriage of Coufia Germans ; 

oniam liquet ex ipſis Scripture 
verbis Zelopbebads Filias nuptas 
eſſe ttiam Patruorum”: Suorum fie 
liis; adeoque licitum fuiſſe conjugi- 
un «bi quis filiam acceperit Patrui, 
ſen conſobrinam, Selden.uxor. Heb, 


| C9p- 5 lib. 1. 


- Bur, Sir,to bring oneinſtance 


| or two moare:out of Scripeure. 


' Weread 1. (brox. 23.V. 21.22. 
That Mabli .j the ſon of Merari a 


bad two Sons, Eledzar and 
KiÞ., and 'Eltazar qyed and had 


; moons but Danghters mand their 


Brurhrer: thei Sans of Kiſh took 
them. Pezfons certainly, who, 
Tance' they were : Levites , had 
teaſon rokiiov the Lavv, and 
10 pratiſc nas weell az-any other 
{1 Gente 20.Rchoboam. 

C4 Marryed 


(24) 
Marryed Mehalath, and afterthat 
Mahacbau, who were both hig 
Couſin Germans,.' A Perſan 
whom vye- read indeed to be a 
licle imprudent in' his refuſing 
the old mens Councell, but who 
otheryvile vyas 10nocent \in+ hig 
life. and we may ſay, God took 
an occaſion from his Father $0- 
lomons: fins to afflict him;rather 
then from. his. owvn .eo! puniſh 
him. 3. Amgs. 11v.v2ulg; 
' But laſtly itis notimprobable 
that Joſeph. and' *Mary. ,.''the 
Mother: of:out Saviour,, : were 
Couſin Germans:. for:othervvilſe 
ie cannatfo well: beotnade.:-our 
hovy Jefus was of the; Tribe :of 
Judah ;and the family/of Daw 
as vvas prophefied: af -him.: Fog 
kee could by no means. be lid 


+. 
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: (25) 
to be the true and Genuine Son 
of Joſeph, but only of his Mother, 
Now only Joſeph's Genealogy is 
deſcribed'by both the Evanges 
lis. Matthew bringing it from; 
Solomon the Son of David by 
Bathſheba, Luke from Nathan 
Davids San by the ſamie Bathſhe. 
ba. ( Where by the by, we may 
take Notice; thatthe” Tracer of 
the.Genealogies arthe Beginning 
of forneat our Engliſh Bibles , -is 
much out, © For char by 'Luke' is 
notMaryes', as it is there. made 
to'be, butFoſephs, Heli being his 
Father by Law, Sojph-and Facob 
by Natuye. vid, Buſeb. Eccleſiaſts 
Hlift: cap." 7.1ib, r, ) Some of old 
fſmce Mary was reckon'd/to'be 
ofcherribe of Levi as being-Kizr 
co:Elizabeth who - wasof- the 
TONE Daughters 


(26) 
' Daughters of Aron Luke, 17 5.) 
Thought this knot could not be 
untyed, unleſs they ſhould af- 
ry ary was {prung, no leſs 
of Ioſeph then of Mary, and this 
Set Antiquity call d Jo/ephites. 
Bur this is direRly contrary to 
Scripture, which ſai's, that eſus 
was borne ofa pure Yirgin, Burif 
we ſay tharMary wasCouſlinGer 
man to loſeph, the thingis ſoly'd 
beyond all exceptions ; for then 
Joſephs Genealogy,to his Grand+ 
father, Matthan , will be Maries 
too ; and ſo Mary will not only 
be of the Txihe.of Fuda,but ofthe 
family of David alſo. 1 muſt con; 
feſle Mary may. be of-che Houſe 


of David;and yet nog ſo. nearly 
xelated to To/eph.,; but then we 
{hall take away the mutuall ſhare 
: vyhich 


_ oY a Vas a= 
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(27) 

which they Both have ( perhaps 
by 2 ſpeciall defign of the Holy 
Ghoſt.) as far as lawfully they 
could, in the Genealogy; and 
we might ſay, that Matthew and 
Lake direct us indeed to David, 
from whom our Saviour ſprung, 
but yer ſend usthither the wrong 
way. And though indeed Fo- 
ſeph, rhe firſt ſtep backwards in 
the Genealogy , in_reſpe&t+- of 
Blood , has no ſhare in ourSavi- 
our, yet ſo little inthe whole may 
be allow'd upon the account of 
the uſuall Reckoning of Genera- 
tions among the: Jews, who ne- 
ver went by the Mother : eſpecis 
ally fince Hee who atrer Eſpou- 
falls , ' (as our Saviour Luke 1.2, 
7.) is not unlawfully begotten , 
may jultly be ſaid to. bethe = 
0 


——_—— 
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(25) 
of the Man, as heis of the '- Wor 
man; and God may give Chil 
dren what way he pleaſes.:! Bur 
though this be ſufficientco make 
Joſeph the firlt ſtep ofche Geneas» 
Jogy, yet it by no meansis {uffici 
enttro make our Saviour, enly by 
Fofeph;ro deſcend from David ach 
cording to the+Fleſh, Fox the 
raking our  Saviors -Genea» 
logy out, it will be moſt conve- 
nient ( might almoſt ſay neceſl2« 
ry)to think Foſepb -and /Mary- 30 
be (oufin Germans, othervyile if 
you make Mary to be of the Houſe 
of David,and' yet not-nearlyice- 
lated ro Foſeph, our SaviesyLine 
will be rightin the End,bue not 
dire&in the Way. ; If you ſhall 
nnke. herto be of another Tribe, 
(as ſome havethought)thqugh 
- 4 


——_ 
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(29) 


cannot but grant that whenewo 


perſons of different Tribes did 
Marry heChildren were reckon. 
ed of that Tribe which the Fathet 
was of , yet were there nothin 

but Foſeph the imputed Fatherto 
entitlethe Tribe of Fuda , and the 
Family of David in the Mefhas,for 
ought Nee, Leviwould have more 
reaſon to-boaſt of our Saviour 


' then Jadab,and ſome other Fami- 


ly mighe claim the Honour ofhis 
Birth, rather then Davids,which 
would be. no mean argument in 
a Jewes mouth for his Obſtinate 
Down of Chritt. 

If it ſhall be ask'd , how then, 


fince Mary is made to beof the 
Tribe of Juda, Elizabeth could be 
her Couſin, who was of the 
Daughters of Aaron, Lake. 1 It 

may 
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(39) 
may be ſaid, that Elizebeth alſo 
vas of the Tribe of Judah; neither 
did that Law which forbad Yir- 
gins Marrying into other Tribes, 
hinder that they might not 
Marryed toLevites,although they 
wereHeireſles, becauſethe Levites 
had no Portion of their own,and 
ſo mighe make themſelves for- 
runes out of any Tribe. Beſides, 
thoſe Virgins that had no lands 
might Marry where they plcas'd, 
ſo that Elizabeth was reckoned 
of the Daughters of Aaron, only 
becauſe ſhe was the Wife of 
Zacharias.ſee Beza's annot; onLuke 
I.5. 
Andchus Sir we ſee {. Germans 
Marriages are not{uch deſperate 
things as ſome folks make them 
to be.If they were, they would 
. not 


| (31) 
not have been commanded in 
Zelophehads Daughters, nor 
Levdbown ſocalmly paſſ'd over 
inMerarics oflpring,Rehoboam N 
nor laſtly have been contracted 


inthat ble# Pair , whence the 


greateſt Purity and Holineſs our 
Sovioar himſelfe ſprung: nordo 
weſcethelcaftſhevy of a Prohi- 
bition inthe Goſpell;ſo thatthey 
muſt be "ir prejudiced, 
who vvill ſo ſeverely comdemn 
vyhat is by no means forbid in, 
the New Teſtament, and ſo yyell 
approv'd of inthe Old. 

But, Sir, there is another ob- 


| jeQtion urg'd againſt theſe Mars 


and thatis. 
3dly Their bindring of the ſpread- 
ing of ſociety and Friendſhip which 
is enough among naturall Relations 
already 


(32) 
already and ſo by Marriages further 


from home, ſhould be rais'd up and 


nouriſh'din others. | 
 lamfo great an Efteemet of 
Friendſhip that | wiſh/-not only 
that itreach'd wider then it doth, 
but that ir were more intenſe 
and firm inthoſe narrow bounds 
it has;nay even in'many-perſons 
too,whom the cloleſt Bands of 
pature,andthoſe more cloſe ones 
of Choice and Marriage ſhould, 
one would think teach the bigtt- 
eſt affetion. And you may 
beleive me,Sir,if by ſo doing 1 


could reconcile the Hatheds and 
Animolityesthat ſo mu ein 
the world, 1 would give upMot 


only my argument; bur my Life 
too. But, Sir, letic be granted 
thatic is better generally foro» 

_ thers 
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(33) 
thers to Marry, then Couſin Ger- 
mans, upon the account of ſcatte- 
ring Friendſhips, yet | hope here 
and there one Conſin German 
may marry another , and yerno 
great harm be doneto the com- 
mon Society of Men. St. Paul 
ſaies jt is better to continue ſingle 
then to Marry , but he did not ins 
tend that his advice ſhould, nor 
chink that ic would- have 
a Generall efte:and,ifall ſhould 


havetook his Counſel, the world 


muſt have had an end in th atGe- 
neration, or elſe God muſt have 
continued ic by a Miracle. Iris 
better to marry others then («ſin 


Germans, as itgs_ better not ar all 
to marry, t ry ; burif 
ic wereſo ſtrictly VBlerv'd, asto 


bethoughta ſinto be now and 
D then 
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(34) 


then otherwiſe, believe and dare 
affirm ic would be a greater Diſs 
advantage and injury to ſome 
lingle Perſons, then it would be 
an advantage to the Community, 
Thar man 1s very unwiſe who 
would be atgreat Damages,and 
would undergoe the hazzard of 
lo{ing thepleafures of hislite,and, 
it.may be, Life roo( forthe effects 
of a Fruſtrated Love are ſome» 
times diſmall) our of a principle 
of ſcattering Friendſhips abroad, 
which would not the thouſandth 
part help the Kingdomes peace {a 
much as deſtroy his own Happi* 
neſſe.Charity and Friendſhip do 
wellabroad, xconfeſle, burtthey 
muſt begin at Home, and,how- 
ever ſome may think,” Iamſure 


thole men can little look after o- 
RE 
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(35) 
thets welfare as chey ought, who 
will be ſlack and carclefle of their 
own, If Mcn were ſo much ad- 
dicted to the marrying of Firſt 
Couſins, as ronegle&t marching 
with others, it would be vwcll 
ſome Law ſhpuld be made by 
the Civill Magiſtrate for the pro- 
hibiting a Cuſtome ſo deſtru- 
Qive to Society, but ſo long as 
there is ſo good ſtore of Per ſons 
and Faces, and more wealth roo 
(that great Motive of Love and 
Matrimony ) abroad , then there 
is, for the moſt part, at home,we 
need not fear the Love to our 
Kindred will juſtle our our inte. 
teſt'elſewhere;andfor one match 


| berween Couſin Germans, I dare 


be bold t9 ſaytherewill be athous« 
{ard of another Stamp. 
my*! IDs But, 


(36) 

But, for the ſtrengthening of 
this and other arguments , they 
bring this terrible Obſervation, 
whichis a 

4th Reaſon , viz, that Couſin 
Germans da not thrive and thatGod 
ſhews by the ill proſpering of them 
that ſuch Marriages are unlawful, 
and by no means approy'd of by bim, 
Which I will ſpeak ſomthing 
largely to, not that the ObjeRi- 
on needs it, but that thecenſori- 
ous nature of People , almoſt 
every where,mayſcemto require 
it. 

I will not, Sir, wiſh they may 
want good ſucceſſe, who judge 
of the goodnefle or illnefſe of an 
ation from the event of it ; 
though, really, Ithink none de- 
ſerve ſuch a wiſhmorethen Roſs 

An 


- 


(37) 
And Ivvould with all my heart 


this ſtrange uncharitableneſs did 
not find a lodging intheir Breaſts 
who would betaken forthe beſt 
Chriſtians; I ſay, I wiſh it be not 


found as much, if not more, in 


them then'in any others; .asif chey 


could nor be piows unleſſe they 
muſt pretend to be 'acquainted 
with the Methods of Providence , 
and think that God will do no- 
thing, but what he will tellthe 
reaſon of to them, And thus 
their vain imaginations ſhall be 
look'd upon as the Suggeſtions 
of the Sp irit,cheir Daring andPre- 
ſumption eſtcem'd as Sanfity and 
a (loſeneſie with God, and what 
they will interpret to be judge- 
ments,(and all ſhali be ſo which 
thoſe ſuffer whole opinions and 
D3 ations 


(38) 
ations are notjuſt as they would 
havethem , ) ſhall be judgments 
in ſpire of (harity which they 
ſhould have as Chriftians,or Rea» 
ſon which they ſhould have as 
Men. But we will examine. 

1, Whether this be true or na , 
that Couſin Germans marriages 
thrive not, 

2. Whether thoſe, are alwayes 
Judgments which are thought to be 
[o. | 

3. VVbat may be the regſon of 


thoſe Conſin Germans improſperity, 


Who really are unproſperons, 
1.Sir , 1 can teſtify, it is not 
alwaies true that Firſt (ouſins 
thrive not, For I know. ſome 
who have adorn'd their Mattie 
age by their Love, and who 
have had their Love adorn'd too, 
vith 


(39) 


with the bleſſings of the Eatth ; 


increaſe of wealth and Children 
ro poſſeſle it. And why may nor 
I make an argument for the 
Lawfulneſle of theſe Marriages, 
and their being approv'd ot by 


God, from the proſperity of 


ſome, as well as they for the un- 
lawfulneſſe ofchem,and their be. 
ing dipleafing to God, from the 
illchriving of others ? If we will 
ſearch Scripture we ſhall find 
that thoſe Familyes which God 
had a peculiar intent to bleſle , 
wereto ariſe from the Wedlock 
of firſt Couſins, Thus the 
Daughters of Heth were not fit 
Marches for Jacob , and Rebecca's 
Life would doher no good if 
her fon ſhould rake him a wife 
of the Daughters of the Land. 

D4z | To 


(40) 
ToPadanaram therefore hemuſt 
go, and after the Tedioufneſs 
of Travell, ( which alone might 
ſeem ro have delervd a wite ) 
ſerv's ſeven years for his Couſin 
Rachell, and after a fruſtration 
ſeven yeares more; too hard a 
rask fora thing unlawtull , for 
athing:that ſhould carry ill Luck 
a long with it, But in what was 
Facob unbleſt ? In nothing ſure. 
Iy unleſs in this, that his Father 
Laban enyyed him as being roo 
much bleſt, The Flocks ſcem'd 
willing to change their Maſter, 
and would bring forthRin 

ftraked, Speckled, and Spotted, 
that Jacobs Bleſhngs and wages 
might be the greater. Thus the 


man increaſed exceedingly , had 


much Cartle, Mcp-ſeryants and 


Maid- 


(41) 
Maid-ſervants, and promiſethat 
in his ſeed all the Generations of 
the Earth ſhould be blefled: 1 
need not ſtay longer upon this, 
but will take notice of this one 
thing, viz, thatneverany Mar. 
riage could boaſt of ſuch a Nu- 
merous progeny , and ſuch a 
bleſt People as that Race was 
which ſprung from the Wedlock 
of Firſt Couſins. 

But perhaps , Sir, ſomewill 
ſay thatthis is an extraordinary 
inftance, and ſo is unfit to be 
broughtas an| example in this 
our Caſe, for, 1. it Þ4s before 
the Law was given, and ſo this 
Marriage was rather wink'd at then 
approvd of. And 24ly it was ene 
joynd Iacob , becauſe none elſe were 
fit tobe bis wives, 


To 


(42) 

To the firſt, viz ,- that this 
i Marriaze was before the Law was 
given, "and ſo was rather wink'd at 
j then approv'd ; we may truly lay, 
| that what was not forbid when 

the Law was given, Was not 


—_— » 


wink'd at burapprov d of before, 


And ſo Jacobs Marriage with 

his Couſen German is quite of a« 

nother Nature from his Mrry- 

ingewo Wives, andthem Sifters, 

for the Marrying ewo ſiſters 

ws-afrerwards prohibited Levit. 

18.18, and Bigamy, though per- 

mitted unto them under the 

Law , was yet forbid them by 
ourSaviour under the Goſpel , 

1 Mat. 19.9. where iris ſaid, who- 

I ſoever puts away his wife and Mar- 

; ryes another commits adultery, and 

| why he ſhould be forbid after a 


Divorce 


(43) 
Divorce to marry again , if he 
might Marry two or more wi- 
yes before, I can't yet conceive, 
but (onfin Germans Marriages 
were never yet forbidden under 
the Law or Goſpell, but were 
once peculiarly commanded and 
often had good commendations 
from creditable exemples , as 
I have before mention'd. 

But here we may take notice 
that though Jacob livd before 
the writing of the Law, and 
upon that account was excuſa- 
ble in ſome actions, which 
were afterwards made unlavy. 
full, yer it is very probable, char 
there were many precepts , Cone 
cerning ſeverall things, given 
by God, eventhen, whether 
toddam or Noah or to more, 1 

ann 


(44) 
am not ſolicirous, And this is 
manifeſt in Tamar, whom Gen. 
38. Onan was to Marry, th# 
he might raiſe up ſeed tohis Bro» 
ther, which are the words' of 
Moſes's Law aftervyards. And 
when Tamar after Onans death 
was found with Child , and ſo 
was to be burnt. (which puniſh- 
ment denores another Lavv, and 
would have been too ſevere for 
che faulctnough a great one, if 
ſhe had not by right and Law 
been ſhela's) Juda underftan- 
ding at laſt the whole buſineſs , 
naidtha {he vvas more righteous 


then himſelf, becauſe he had not 
given her to. Shela his other 
Son. And thus Grotius de ur. 
Pac. & Belli, Has Leges olim das 
tas eſſe cenſent Hebrai , neque id 

referre 
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(45) 
referre putant quod illud a Moſe 


[uo loco narratum non fit , quia ſa- 


fs habuit hoc in lege ipſa tacite in« 
dicaſſe , cum Gentes extraneas eo 
nomine damnet. The Fevvs be- 
leeved 'thatthe Cheit of theſe 
Lavves/were given of old by 
God himſelf before they were: 
written'by Moſes; nor does it 
vvecaken their aſſertion to lay, 
that Moſes does not openly des: 
clare ſo, for it is ſufficient that 
he tacitly hints it, vyben he con- = 
demns upon this account the na* 
tions ofthe Heathens Levie. 18. 
24. which, he could not have 


. done had they not ated againſt 


their knowledge andthis know. 
ledge, only Nature , without 
ſome Poſitive Law from God , 
could not in many things have 
oe arr 


(46) 

acquainted them with. And 
when itis ſaid juſt after the Ca- 
ralogue of Marriages Levit. 18; 
that in Alltheſe things the Nations 
are defild, which I caft ont before 
you, that univerſall fpecch may 
be reduced to the Chief Heads 
of the Chapter; as the nor Lyir 

with Mankind as with hr 
kind; the not Lying wits Beaſts” 
nor with Patents, nor with St4 
ſters, nor others wivesz for the 
preſervitg; of - which the ' more 
ſafe, the other lawes were added 
as a eyed of Fence. Theſe grea« 
ter Lawes Jacob and'the other 
Patriarcks obſerv'd fully. which 
thing the! ons did not do. 
Nor can we think the marry- 
ing rwo Siſters then , as Iacob 
did; nor yet'marrying an Aunt ; 
As 


% 
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(47) 
as Amram the Father of Moſes 
did, Exod.6.20. werethe things 
which the Heathen were con- 
demn'd for, For the Piety of theſe 
men would not have permitted 
them to have done ſuch things 
which they had knovva to be 
Crimes,andto be ayoided. Nor 

we luppole that God would 
ve united his people in Wed- 
lock that was illegitimate; for this 
in Jacob and Rachel would have 
been tomake Profaneſſe adminie« 
ſer to Religion, and to ſeperate 
his Choſen ones from the Hea- 
then., by one of the Yices of the 
Heathen. Bur 


o 


2dly,What if 1 ſhould ſay that 


Jacobs Marriage with (Rachel , 
vvas upon the account of Ain- 
dred and not of Religion ? Eſaul 


am 
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(48) 
am ſure thought ſowhen he in 
hopes,to pleas his Father, took to 
Wife Mabalath the Davghter of 
Ikmael Abrahams Son, immedi. 
ately afrer Jacob yventto Padan- 
aram to pleaſe his Mother Gen, 
28.9. and Laban thinks tis bets 
ter to give | his Datighter to his 
Kinſman, then to another, vvho 
Sa Stranger Gen.29.1 9.and ſure» 
ly had R achel been atrue Wor- 
ſhipper ofthe God of Abrabam 
ſhe vvould not ſo Zealouſly have 


| Rtol'n her Father Labans Gods 


from him , nor have thought ir 
vvorth vyhile colye for them too, 
that they might nor be found out 
nor carryed back.Nor yet vyould 
Laban if he had been vvell ac 

uainted vvith the Fear of Iſaac , 
have polluted his Houſe vvith 
| ſuch 


|. - ws) 


ſuch ſtupid Deityes , bave been | 


more ſolicicous for their being 
taken from him, then for his 
Daughter and Grand Childrens 
leaving himafrerſo abrupta man. 
ner, He indeed, from Facbs 
long converſe with him, it from 
nothing elſe might have learne 
that Abrahams God was a great 
God, and fit to be (worn by,Gen. 
31.52; but from his joyning Na- 
chors -God (' which Commenta- 
tors make to be the Sun) with 
Abrahams , whether he was ſo 
much to be diſtinguiſh'd from l- 
dolaters, -as I will not ſtifly de- 
ny., ſo I cannot confidenly ates 

firm, | 
But , Sr, I muſt confeſle that 
theſe men, whoſo much urge ill 
thriving againſt Conſiu Germans 
E Marri- 


(50) 

Marriages, arc inthe right; and 
they too much make their aſler- 
rions good, by being themſelves, 
and rend'ring others. ſuch buſy 
Cenſurers. For, Sir, itis one part 
of a Miſerable condition to be 
thought miſerable, and:to have 
all che affairs ofa mans litefcann'd 
forthe finding outill accidents to 
diſcourſe of; and Dilpenſations 
rocomment,upon. ' Thus Sir, if 
ſome ordinary neighbour has 
ſome Croſlefall'n upon him,men 

erhaps will, nor take nocice'bf 
him,or elſe will pitty hmm, and 
think irno more then-what hap» 
pensto other Men ; but if Coufts 
Germans have any misfortune; if 
an Horſe dye or the Orchard does 
not hit, youpreſentlyknovy whats 
the cauſe of it. It the” Flock 'of 


ſheep 
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ſheep be leſs'ned by the Rot, the 
negligence or unskilfulneſs of 
the Shephard, or the ill remper of 
the Paſture ſhall nor be thought 
of, but it is an apparent Judg- 
mene uponthe Marriage. The 
Children are weak, ir may be; 
grow crooked, or,whatis worſe, 
do not prove well, preſently, Sir, 
itſhall be ſaid 'whar better could 
be expeRted? an unlawfull Wed. 
lock muſt have an unproſpe- 
rous ſucceſſe. Whilſt, in the mean 
time, if theyrruly love one ano- 
ther-, rejoyce inthe joyesof each 
other, grieve inthegreifs, zxtthey 
are forntirely affeCtionare as to 
further their mutuall content by 
a mucuall ſyweerneſle of nature , 
and God, it may be, ſends ma- 
fy bleflings upon them as a re- 
Bis wed 
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ward of this peacefull bchavi 
our , and virtuous converſe, all 
this ſhall ner be taken notice of . 
nothing but adverle affairs ſhall 
be Eyed and obſerved, and be, 
perhaps roo , made greater by 
1ll interpretations then really they 
arc. 

Bur 2dly, Sir, it will not . be 
from the purpole if we ſhalliex- 
amine Whether thoſe are to. be e- 
ſteemed really Fudgments Wbich are 
commonly thought / ſo. 

Suppole Couſin Gennang 4 ro 
have greater ſhares of afflii- 


ons then others, yet it will be ve- 


ry bold to afficm that God is dil. 
oleasd wich them , and is their 
Enemy. Welece Proſperity i is not 
alwayecs an attendant on venue , 

and an uninterrupted courſe, gt 


Delights 
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Delights here is not an unerring 
argument of the Perſons good- 
f ;| nefle. 
all} Bur, Sir, there is a judement 
©, which is ſaid ofren to accompas» 
by ny theſe Marriages, and that is 
&Y Þ a Want of ( bildren and a Barren- 
neſſe. And I havc taken notice of 
de ir nor only from the Mouthes of 
xX-f ſome, but have (cent in print 
e-f roo, andthattrom noleſs a Man 
ref thenthe Pope. Quedam lex Ro- 
mana permictit ut five fratris & 
Of fororis, ſive duorum fratrum Gere 
t- | manorum , five duarun ſororum fr. 
| lins &4! filiamiſceantur, ſed expe- 
rimento didicims ex tali conjugio 
ſobolem non poſſe ſuccreſcere. Re« 
ſpons. Gregory ad 6. interrog, Ate 
'» | guſtini Angl, Epiſcopi, We have, 
Glaics he ) found by experience 
| E 3 that 
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that from ſach Wedlock there can 
be no ofspring. 
I know not what power his 
Holyneſs's will, has over ſuch 


' Marriagesin ſraly to hinder much 


their Fruicfulneſle ; but in En- 
oland I am ſure there is noſuch 
matter. And you and [, Sir,knovy 
lome who may Count Children 
wich the moſt of cheir Neighs 
bours, and who, if thar Roman 
Law were in force here, which 
allowed Mony to the Father of 
three (hildren , might upon the 
account of their Ofspring carry 
away no ſmall reward. 
Somtimes we ſec thoſe, who 
are no Kin, to be Childleſle; and 


11 remember one Couple of. C 09s 
fin Germans wich whom it was 


fo. andanother who cxpeted'a 
great 
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great while ere they had a Child; 
buratlaſt a Son came, and ſtop» 
pedthe Mouthes of ſome obſer» 
vers, Who had gravely pro- 
nounc'dBarrenneſs a puniſhmenc 
of the profane Match, 

And realy,Sir, ( I fyou'l allow 
meto trifle ) I ſce noxealon why 
they ſhonld not have offiprings 
numerous, as their neighbours, 
They may be as Strong , and of 
as healchfull Bodyes as other folk; 
nor dol (ce how a Likeneſs of 
Temper and ( onſtitution , ( accor- 
ding to the large talk of ſome} 
ſhould hinder Procreation ;, nor 
yet why they ſhould be ſaid to 
be of ſo like a Conftitution. I 
have known even Brothers as 


© Differeac in their Tempers and 


Genins's as they have been intheir 
E 4 Faces, 
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Faces, And ſometimes a Child 
may ſo much follow the conſti- 
tution , and ſhape of the Fathey , 
that he may ſeem to have very 
liccle or none atall of the Mother 
inhim, though ſhe: bore him, 
Sometimes the Mother ſo much 
prevails in his perſon and Tem- 
per, thatitisonly from the Ho» 
neſty of the woman, we know 
who is the Father; and ſomes» 
times he may be ſounlike Both, 
as if the Father had not begot 
him, northe Mother brought 
him forth. 
+ Now Sir, ſuppoſe twvo Broe 
thers Marry two women of dif. 
ferent Familyes , and unlike 
conſticutions , and the Son of 
one,and theDaughter ofthe other 
take both after the Mother, ſhall 
= +7 -— nl 


(57) 
rheſe be denyed Children upon 
the account of nearneſs of Tem- 
pers, which I dare jay are as far 
diſtant as any others? Thatl 
may not mention how we 
Change our Bodyes every ſe- 
venth year, and ſo cannot ex: 
pect to be of the ſame conſticu- 
tion exactly, | | 
But Sir, ( If Tmay digreſs alit- 
tle ) what if Couſin Germans have 
not {o often Childrenas others ? 
what willcheirCenſures inferre? 
Truly 1 have been ſometimes apr 
tothink thatthe want of an of- 
ſpring has not been ſo great an 
unhappinefſero ſome men , as 
commonly it is imagin'd to be. 
For whac Father almoſt is there , 
who has nor a greater vexation 
ig his Children , then he would 
[= have 


. (58) 
have had in a Childleſs conditia 
on? Indeed the thoughts of ga- 
thering and laying up for aScran. 
ger, and the apprehenſion of 
having none to continue their 
Names when they are gone, does 
ofrentimes damp mens Miith; 
and make them Melancholy , it 
being Efteem'd a more then or- 
dinary Death, to have a Name 
Buryedtoo, orelle to live no 
where but on a Tombſtone, or 
inthe Charch Book, bur yer, Sir, 
I know ſome who would have 
beenglad it had been ſo mw 
them. Sometimes a fait Pr 

ny ſurrounds the Father , hy + in 


the midi of ſuch attendants he 


may think himlelt more happy 
then a King encompalld with his 
Peers; burif one of them afrer 

the 


|. 
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«hecoſt, care, and pains of E- 


ducation ſhall Chance to dye, 
when grownup to fulkll thole 
bopes to long conceiv'd for him 
(as very ofcen it fails out ) che 
greife at the Death of that one, is 
greaterthen the plealure in the 
Lives of ail thereft. I could tell 
you of morethen one with whom 
itis ſoar the preſent, vvho, though 
it be only the Diſpoſalls. of Pro. 
vidence, and not their fault in 
the leaſt, arealmoſtdrown'd in 
their own Tears, Burt if fo 
much ſorrow follows the Death 
otaSon, whole innocence and 
Laudable behaviour may have 
render'd him as fit to dye as to 
live; the greif muſt needes be 
greater, when the hopes of a 
San, towardly and ingenious 
whilſt a Boy, ſhall cad inan jn- 


(60) 
corrigible Looſneſſe when grown 
a man : by which he ſhall be 
unfit for private affaires or pubs 
lick imployments. This ſurel 
is more torturing then it he had 
dyedin a Blooming age, adorn'd 
| with accompliſhments & vertue. 
| might, +Sir, Mention the 
great atfliction that ſome men 
have from their Children when 
their Number increaſes, *and 
they have not withall to breed 
them up anſwerable to the 
Love they have for them ,or that 
condition they themſelves have 
alwaies liv'din, a thing, which, 
T queſtion not , had made ſome 
perſons reflet upon their once 
joyfull wedding day with Care 
and ſorrow ; and wiſh they had 
eithernever known Marriage,or 
had 


(61) 
| had beenbleſt in a BarrenYYVomb. 

Good| Famikes there have been 
who have fallen into thepitty of 
ſome ;- and the contempt of 0» 
thers, by realon ofthe great num» 
ber- of younger Brothers , who 
have becnconſtrain'd to take up 
with mean Courſes of life ; and, 
it compar'd with the grandure 
of -their- Anceſtors , milerable 
ones: \, whilſt ſome diſdaining 
ſuch-a low condition,, as un- 
worthy their Name and Deſcent, 
havegrowndeſperate,and would 
be any thing, rather then poor 
men, though at the ſame cime 
they might be Honeſt and Yertu- 
0us.But'thoughthe Father be not 
overburden'd withChildrenzand 
has but what he would wiſh for 
the continuing of his Name and 
_ polkeſſing 
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poſſeſſing his wealth , yer if he . | © 
Chance to live to a good age, it | 
may be, his youngſter may think 
he takes up 200 much room in the 
world , and, though he ovves his 
life ; and Education tohim, vvill 
take it unkindly that he” lives ſo 
long, icis vvellit he doesnot en- 
deavourtodiſpatch himhence by | 
Nights and difreſpe@, vvhich are 
more cruel then the ſlaſhings of 
a Sword and the yvounds' of ah 
Enemy. 

But 7forget how Thave run 
fromthe purpoſe and hovw little 


. Fo — —_— «a _ 


| Thaveoblig'd thoſe who ate tb 


be Born,as well as thoſe who are; 
but chey look like melancholy 
tnoughts, and not like ſpleen and 
ill nature;and from chem we may 
ſomthing diſcern, what we were 

co 
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eo-enquireaſter. viz. 
T hat they may not be all vayes judg- 
ments ana Diſpleaſures ofGod Which 
are reckoned fo by the moſt, And lo 
they go upon very ill grounds 
whocenſure ( oufin Germans =» 
onthat account, 
- - 3dly, I'will ſhew What may be the 
reaſon of thoſe ' Firſt - (ouſins not 
thriving ; "who are really unpro- 
ſperons ; M0 I ſhould be very utt- 
wiſeifl ook chink all live haps 
PY-- 

There aremany chingsi in che 
world; Sir,that may render men 
unbleſt... Injaitice and Oppreſcion 
'may cankeranEſtate,and it may, 
by a ſecrer hand of Providence .be 
diminiſh's amidſt thoſe arts that 
ſeem toincreaſe it, The Falling 
of a mans fortune is a.yery intelli- 

gible 
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vible conſequence to Sloth and 
negligence anda juſt puniſhment 
tos. Dilcaſes may ve the effects 
of Riots and Intemperance, and the 
ſickly conſticrution of Children 
alſo,and cheir immature Deaths 
be cauſed by the guilty Delicas 
cyand Luxury of their. Fathers, 
and [o leyerall fins ſhall have 
their ſeverall puniſhments avvai- 

tingthem,' #*. | 
Novy, Sir , it Coaſin Germans 
could not be ſtaind, with ſuch 


Crimes, as well asany. others, we 
might with .more prohabilitylay 
all the taulc upontheit Marriages. 


Bur I vvill not ſay but they may 
be as Wicked astheirneighbours, 
and 1 doubt not bur they have 
been. And ſothey: ſhall have 


ill thriviog vvithout doores far 


ſuch 
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[| {och Crimes ; and if within 
© | Doores the Shrtoing {hall have 
| more Lettures then the Bed has 
* | Love, andquarrels and jarrs ſhall 
| | takeplace where meek and quier 
| affetionſhould dwell, why may 
» | notthe ill nature of the Wite , or 
| theCroſſ.graindneſle of the Hu. 
* | band be the Caule, when, 'tis ve- 
rykikely, had che Scold been Mar- 
ryed to any other, the Caſe had 
beenthe ſame or had the Churle 
lighted on another Wite, her life 
, would not have been leſle mi- 

ſerable then her's he now has? 
But, Sir:, 1 will aot deny but 
Confin Germans may have , and 
have had unhappine( from their 
Marriages , which they would 
not havehad iftheir Choice had 
beca madeel{where;burrhartheſe 
F have 
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have bcen judyments upon their 
Wedlock, as unlawtull,” orun- 
chriſtians, | will not, dare nor 
grant, but will manifeſt whence 
theſe Miſchiefs may take their 
Riſe. | 
And 1. you will cafily grant 
me that Love is greater ſomtimes 
then Reaſon, and renders cherpet- 
ſons that are in Love blind roall 
things bucthe Faces they lookup- 
on, and ic may be Cheats their 


\ fight cheretoo, 


2dly You will grant meat 
a thing though lawtull, if ir1be 
not thought lawfoll, and be done 
either through rafhneſle-or will- 
fulnefle, will afterwvards nor.on- 
ly beimpured co the Agent as a 
Crime , but will carry that Re- 
morſe along with ic, and cauſe 


choſe | 
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thole dire conſequences, - which 
attend and follow that which in 
ic ſelf is really guiſe and wicked- 


.neſle, 


Now, Sir, I queſtion not but 
ſomtimes the Love, which igno. 
rant C, Germans have , may ſtifle 


all che thoughts of either the 


.unlavwfulneſs, or diſcredit of their 


Marriage. - They cannot awhile 


.to.think ſo unplealantly; they arc 
,willing ic ſhould be lawfull, and 


that js argument enough at pre« 
leorithatiitis lo. Aſmile from 24 


Miſtrede [ſhall conquer an ill 
look'd Joggeltion, or the unwel- 


.come cautioathat a Friend gives. 


They are over head and Ears in 
Love, andjtſhall nor be ſaid they 
were fi or threatned from 


along'd tor Wedding Day, or, it 


Fz may * 
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may be, an Eſtate which could 
not have been fo well obrain'd 
elſwhere. Thus they in a Blind 
paſſion ruſh into Matrimony,and 
hamper themſelves in Cords 
which muſt not break ill with 
the Thread of Life, * And now 
' when the FHony Month ( as they 
lay ) is over, andtheircloydlove 
will give them Teaſure ro think 
ſeriouſly, they begin to queſtion 
whether they Marryed lawfully 
or no; They now'eanheatken 
ro folks who ſay thatFirſtCou- 
ſins never thrive; anYthey areal- 
moſt perſuaded tht? have been 
r00 raſh in thatwhich isthe grea- 
reſt affair ofa mans life. Their 


Hearts which knew nothing bur 


love before, now begin to letin 
remorſe; and that Face, which 
erſtwhile 


(69) 
erſtwhile ſo much pleaſed, now 
only. minds them of their incon.. 


Aderateneſle and guilt. Andthus . 


the next Croſſe they ſuffer ſhall 


be look'd upon as a juſt judg- 


ment upon them , and a cruell 
earneſt of more that will follow. 
And how ſhall they comfort one 
another in their afflictions by 
their Love,when they thinktheir 
Love is the cauſe of their affli- 
ions? And fotheir ignorance 
makesthem deſpond,and renders 
them unfit forthe preventing of 
future evils. For they think itto 
very little purpoſeto ſtrive againſt 
thoſe Puniſhments which Hcas 
ven has delign'd forthem, And 
ſo by a ſullennefle and Rupidity 
they negle& the affairs of the 
world,and make themſelves mi» 


F3 . | ferable, 
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ſerable,when,it may be , Heavety 
never intended they ſhould. be 


ſo . | 

Br theſe evils; Sir, are prever- | 
ted when'Couſin Germans are pet- 
ſuaded ofthe Lawfulneſle of the 
great affairs they undetrake and 
go upon ſure grourids. When 
they begin their Love in inno- 
cence and continue it in vertue. 
When if they fuffer ſome afflii- 
on they will endeavour to chear 
one another in the bearing of it”, 
and contrive by an activeindu- 
ſtry to prevent ill thriving forthe 
future, If more croſſes fall upon 
them, they will think ic is better 
with them however then vwith 
many others. They will call in 
their Piety,as wellas Love, to'4id 
inthe undergoing them,and will 
cndea« 


| as lictle as may be, 1 


(73) 
endeavour by an innocent and 
vertuous conversto deſerve them 


And thus, Sir, | have atlarge 
examined ' that Objection a. Fl 
gainſt (Couſin Germans Marri- | 
ages , viz, The ill Thriving of 
them, 

A gt argument againſt theſe 
Marriages is a Law made againſt 
them by Theodoſaus and Arcadinus {2 
Chriſtian Emperours. And the great 4 
Paniſhments they inflifted upon of- [4 
fenders in this kind, which would not 
have been done if ſuch Wedlock bad 
not carryed a great deal of guilt along 
With it, 

ſc iserue chat there was (uch a 
Lave made. but the cruelty of ic } 
may berax'd morethenthe juſtice 
of ic commended. Bur yer St. dm- 


F 4 broſe, 
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broſe, who was the Cauſe of this 
Law, and whoruled the Empe- 
rour , teltifyes in his 66 Epiite, 
that it vas ſomtimes diſpens'd 
with by. Theodofius : which it is 
probableit would nothave been, 
if St. Ambroſe had thought it in all 
caſes unlawtull. Bur while the 
St faid it was prohibited, I knovy 
no reaſon why we may not lay 
he was miſtaken, and thus Mars 
tyr. {laſſ. 2.cap. 10. ſe#.47.quad 
vero Ambroſuus aff irmat ( onſobri- 
norum conjugium lege divina eſe 
probibitum”, nullis qui verba legis 
Dei, &> fata Patrum attentins con- 
iderant probari poterit, Arcadie 
uw alſo by the'example of the 
Emperour his Father forbid 
theſe Marriages. anno 396, yet 
ſo as that he Mitigated-the puy 
7 IY niſhment 
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niſhment his Father appointed 
to delinquents in this Cafe, bur 
aftervvards anno 405 he repeald 
his ovvn, and Fathers ſtarures a. 
gainſtthem, and made chem as 
Lavvfull as any others. Inſtir, 
lib. Tit: no. Impp. Acad, & Fon, 
A.A. Entycbiano P.P. Celebrandis 
wter ( onſobrinos Matrimonits li- 
centia legis hujus ſalubritate indul» - 
ta eft. ut revocata priſci Juris au- 
thoritate, reſtintiſq; ( alumniar um. | 


fomentis , Matrimonzum inter C 0n« 


ſobrinos habeatur legitimum ; ſive 
ex duobus fratribus, ſive ex duabus 
fororibus , ſive ex fratre ©» ſoro- 
re nati ſunt: & ex eo Matrimonio 
editi, Legitimi @© ſuis Patri- 
bus ſucceſſores habeantur . VVe 
grant a Liberty for the making 
Marriages between Coulin Ger- 

| mans 
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mans , by reaſon | of the wholſom-! 
neſs of /uch a Law. That the aus" 
thority of Ancient Statutes being re-> 
eſtabliſhed, and all grannds of 
Murmurins and Calumny taken 4®. 

| Way , the Pedlok of Firſt (oufins 

may be efleem'd lawfull. ZVhether'\ 
they are two Brothers Children ;, or 

two Siſters , or elſe one the Brothers 
the other the Siſters , and thoſe that 

are boyn in ſuch Marriaze © ſhall be 

accounted Legitimate , andthe true 
TTeirs of their Fathers Eftate. This 
Law is vindicated by Gothofrid 
in his notes upon the 3. Code of 
Theodof. Tit. 12. Where many 
more things to this purpole. Bes 
fore Theodoſivs his time they 
were not forbid , as that Clauſe 
in the ſtature ( viz. Revocata priſcd 
' furis autboritate )ſhews, andSt. 
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td (vitace Deilib,rs cap: 
16. has it thus, "nec divina Lex 
has nuptias ( conſobrinorum ſcilis 
cet ) prohibuit , &> nondum prohi. 
buerat Humana. 'Bur that we 
may be juſt, and not uſurp a pare 
only of what he ſaies, we will 

wr} in what he further adds , 
which is , Raroper. mores fiebat 
quod pex leges licebat ,- & fatium 
licitum horrebatur propter vicini- 
tatem illiciti, The Firſt Chriſtians 
very feldom made theſe Marria- 
es, though they ' might have 
doneitlawfully. And they ſhun- 
ned this lawvfull ching becaule ic 
was ſo near to what was unlaws * 
full, which is the. 
6% ObjeRion ; viz! Conſe 
Germans Marriages are tobe avei- 


dd, becanſe they are ſoe near to 
what 


pp 


(76) 
What is forbid;" aud be.thet will go 
tothe outmoſt jlep of a lawfull thing 
feldome Rayes there , but falls: inta 
guilt, © nd 
That I may the better-an{wer 
this, I will firſt - conſidet the 
Primitive ( briſtians example 
mention'd by Saint Anguſt.. The 
great Zeale they ſhew'd.nort on- 
ly inthis but many other things , 
and cheir confining themſelvesin 
narrower Bounds then God had 
done, I will ſay was comments 
dable then, when they had mae 
ny malicious obſervers,and when 
their more then: Ordinary, ſtrict» - 
neſs was tocommend-their Pro- 
feſhon, which had it's Birth but 
newly before. : bur Icannor ſay 
we are inevery thing to imitate 
them now, for neither are we 


bound | 


| (7) 
bonund'tro make diſtribution of 
our Eftates ,* nor to'receive the 
Communion every day , nor, if 
: Perſecution ſhould come, anxi- 
-onſly to ſeek after -Martyrdom., 
things which They-did- as will 
-beſcen by any who look into 
_ the fixſtapesofthe Church, Atid 
why hay wenor; ifGod has iti» 
dulg' 'dius + liberty, makeuſe of 
It ook Cheerfulneſs when there 
48 art occaſion , as well as avoid 
with dereſtatior' what : he has 
prohibiced us ? upon'the account 
of unlavvfull things ro abſtain 
from chings that ate lawfull and 
ſometimes” expedient , ſhewes 
many tiryes a greater Fear of God 


for his puniſhments, 'thenitdoes 


a Loveto him For his Mercyes, 
which is a terper - that God is 
not 


yy 


(38) - 


fo well plead with. If we keep 
our ſelves unpollurted with thoſe 


ch.ngs which are forbidd en, we 
ſhall not be: blamed for now , 
and then making uſe, of choſe 
things which are indulg'd Us. 


And if we ſhall, out of av aff» 
[Red preciſene(s or prejudice , a- 


void at all rimes the doing.,chem, 
and cenſure others that, dhall. do 
them, we'fhall have only this 
as a reward , viz. 'VZho bas 
required theſe thines at your 
hands ? and itis welliit our Cen- 
ſaring and condemning others 
( although it may ſeem to be an 
Effet of Piety) be not more pu- 
\nifth'd then ſome-thiogsxrhat are 
agreed upon by all cro.be fins, 
-Buc yert1 don't ſee any ſtrengeh - 


this argument has, viz chat Couſin 
Germans 


QI 
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Germans Marriages are to be avis 
ded becauſe they come ſo near to the 
Prohihition, | | q 
|. There are many rthingsthar are | 
zbat one remove from theunlavw- 
fullneſs, which yerare very uſu- 
'ally done without offenſe; and , 
'Emay ay , ſhould this argument 
chold, even Juſtice, in its proper 
ſenſe, muſt never be. exerciſed, 
Fo give a man bur juſt his Due 
-s the next door to injuring him, 
.and rendering himlefle then his # 
Ryzhbt ; but there is none but will | 
-grantthatl am not bound at all [ 
timesro be Liberall, whichis ro Þ} 
-be more then juſt..:And though ] 
in Puniſhing, the Jevvs gave bur R 
fourty irips ſave one, vvbich 
vyas one lefle then they might 
lavvtully haye done Dent. 25. 3. 
yet 


(86) 
yet i: is probable, that it vas not 
charrhey might not goe at \any 
rimetothe ex:remity ofthe Lavv, 
bur chat they might. not. exceed. 


. For they uſually beat offenders 
wich a //bip which had three 
laſhes; ſo that every Rrokeiſtood 

. -forthree, and, if they had given 
one more, would not have been 

. fourty, butfourty rewo. Though 


? 


if they did abftajn from the ex- 
act Number of Stripes out of de- 
11gn, it was butaprudencpreven. 
tion of their anger Which {ome- 
times might have. madethem for- 
get, and {omighthaveurg'dthem 
roexceſs:andit is probable that 
that Paſſion vvhich might have 
carryed them on: beyond forty, 
mighthavemadethem forge: the 
juſt chicty nine, and ſometimes 

give 


©, "_ 

piveas more, which yettheywere 
nor guilty of,if,che (courge being 
Single, they lay'd on no more. 
And indeed,if we conſider how 
many Marriages there arc made 
which are at the greateſt Diſtance 
from thole Degrees forbid ; and 
how few there are,and areliketo 
be(rhough we ſhould generally 
have a berrer opinion of them) 
that will reach to the very outhde. 
of our liberty, we may not Ithink 
fearour entrenching upon Gods 
Lawes inthis Caſe more then in 
others:eſpecially fince inthis mar. 
ter,chere is an Averſion, which by 
catly inſtillings,and adeep rooted 
conſent of all, grovvs up together 
vvich us, and vvill not quickly 
lexve us. 


G \ But 


—_ 


- __ - £2 
en Eat ICY 
7 PY —— me a 


($2) 


But thoſe that affirmConſypGere 
mans Marriages io be the very 
nextto thoſe vvhich are forbid, 
are not ſounqueſtionable ia their 
aſlertion,as the moſt imagin, and 
though | may let them alone ,, 
whillt they think ſuch Wedlock | 
but one remove fromunlawrfyll; 
( forthey do not injure our Caſt 
in theleaſtas Fbut now ſhevv'd) 
- yer nota few of the Hebrevys, 
and ſomE Learned men fince , 
have been of Opinion, that Wnkles 
and Neeces, vvho are onedegree 
nearer then Couſin Germans , are 
not forbid Levi. 18, Nor does it 
folloyy by an undoubred conſe» 
quence that , becauſe Aunts and 
Nevbews are forbid , therefore 
uncles and Neeces are. Forthe 
Caſe is Different, If the Nephew 

ſhould 


Cn. 


- 


"m— 7. = vw WW.” wm U.. ww T's. AN lv 


(33) 
ſhould. Marry the Aunt, then 
ſhe vvho is by nature his /uperi- 
or, is madeas ſheis his vvife, his 
Inferior , but the Neece is al- 
vvayes. belovy the Uncle, and 
ſothe order of nature inverted. 
Menoch. (corn. 4 Lapide. Epiſcop. in 
1. Cap, Mas,, And though indeed 
the Reaſon mencion'd Levir. 18. 
Why 4unts and Nepbews ſhouid 
not Marry, may ſeem to be 
Nearneſs of Kin, and ſo may reach 
the Yucle and Neece , and make 
their Marriage as unlayvfull, as 
the other , yer their is a Diffes 
rence, The Nephew muſt not 
Marry the Aunt becaule, ( Verſe, 
12. ) ſhe # his Fathers near Kinſ- 
Toman, Itisnor ſaid His , but 
bis Fathers; Him, vvhom in Her 
He ſhould honour, but yyhom 

G 2 he 
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(384) 
he could nor, in making herſub. 
ject to him AS - a Wie ought ro be. 
Butit is other vviſe vvith the 
Neece; and though indeed her 
Uncle is -her Fathers near Kinſ- 
vyoman , yet the Honour ſhe 


ſhould ſhery ro himast uch,vvill | 


noi beoverthrovvn by his becom. 
ing herHuſband ſince as heisher 
Headhe is to beReverenc'd byher 
Nachor a# Marryed Milcah who 
vvashis Brother Harans Daugh- 
rer,and ſo his Neece.and Abrabam 
Marryed Harans other Daughter, 
vvho vvas his Neece- alſo, Gen, 
11.29 for I{cahthere mention'd 
is Sarai as Joſephns and the beſt 
(ommentators underſtand it, and 
as itvvill appear to any one,vvho 
rightly confidersthe place. Sarai 
indced'i is aid to be Siſter to Abra- 


bam, 
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(355 
$am., bur as Lot was his Brothey 
when he was his Brathers, Son, 
_ Gen. 12.5. Othniel the (on of Ke. 
' na, ( alebs Brother rook to wife 
Aecbſa the Daughter of Caleb, Fof. 
| 15,17. Where it Othnielyvas Ca- 
| lbs Brother(as ſome think he 
was) he Marrycd his Neece, He- 
rod the Great Marryed his Bro- 
| thers. Daughter , and gave his | 
owa Daughter ro his Brother 
Pheraras. Foſeph.+ Antig. Lib: 
12. .16, Which yer 1, bring , 
pos as carrying, any authority as 
being the Ation of Herad, who 
as linle a good ma a5 he vvas 

+ Zo, but becauſe Joſeghus does 
nptin th the leaſt ſeem to condemn 


a thing unlavyfull ot unuſu- 
2 e. may. think chere yvere 


any ſuch, Marriages among the 
G Tos 
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Fews though vve read not of 
more; the Genealogyes in Scri 

eure being nothing in reſpeR of 
thoſe vaſt numbers among the 


Hebrevvs, the Tables of whoſe De. | 
ſcents, Herod deſtroy'd, that Him. 


{elf might the better appear to be 
of the Race of the Fewes, Hence 
may bethatof Tacitus, nova nobis 
in Fratram filias conjugia, at aliis 
gentibuz ſolennia , nec lege ulla pro- 
hibita. The Marryage of Vncles and 
Neeces with u4 is 4 new thing, but 
among other Nations it is uſuall and 
forbidby no Law. 
I have mention'd theſe t not 
that 1 vvill make any uſe of them 
for the poiningete Marriage of 
Couſin Germans, nor that Fam'my 
felf ſvvay'd by themtroan LEE 
C fox ſuch Mixtures are thought 
PU probibicd 
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(37) | 
prohibited by Arch Biſhop Par- 
kers tables,vvhich 1 by noe means 
queſtion ) butchat They , vvho 
areſo much againſt Firſt Couſins 
Wedlock, upon the account that 
itis but one Step remov'd from 
that vyhich is unlavvfull, may ſee 
that their Reaſon has been 
queſtion'd for the Truth, as vvell 
as it juſtly may for the weakneſs of 
it, Athanafins in Synopfi ſcriptu- 
re ad calcemNumeror: very reſpect» 
fully ſpeaks of Couſin Germans 
Marriages JIptorayuaTry Kupi'y vo 
ys (£499, ys UIeuOY er Yap oy THY p05 
& Volts; oy nrats It is a Law and or- 
dinattce of God that the VVedlock of 
Firſt Couſins ſhould he eſteem'd Le- 


titimate. From vvhich Place,and 


from that of St AnguF. vvhich 1 
mention'd butnovy(viz. Napti- 
N G4 as, 


(88) 
as has nec Divinam Legem & you-: 
dum Humanam Probibuiſſe ) vve. 
May find an anſvver to the. 
7th Argument; - namely, that 
the Apoſtles Canons forbid "theſe 
Marriages. For if that (canon, at: 


leaſt which prohibits the Wedlock: 


of CouſinGermans, had citherthens 


had abeing, or not; been: Spuris, 


ous, Athanaſius or Saint Auguſt. 


' Would, in all probibility, hays | 


taken notice ofic. | 

For the other part.gf the Qb- 
jetion,7viz, that the: Canon Jaw: 
( good part of which is obſery'd. by. 
our Church ) is againſt tbeſe po 
ages, we cannot but w_ bur..if 
this Lavy ſhould gener res 
vail vvith us, S mirkeal dl Ne 
allo.as PR ns Gedmo+ 


thers andtheir Children 00 mug 
not 
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(89): 
not Marry, But that the Pope, 
who for Holineſſe lake vvill pro- 
hibit Marriage' to ſuch Spiricuall 
Relations,vvill for Lacre lake di- 
ſpenle vvithic, not only tothe, 
buttothole allo, vvho are more 
nearly .allyed in Blood , may be 
ſeen from che Flouſe of Aura ,, 
and the Aings of Spain, in a more 
then Oxdinary Manner, For King 
Philip ce 2* might have called 
Albert Arch Duke of Auſtria, Bron 
ther, Couſur, Nepbew agd Son, be- 
ing uncle.co-4lbert himſelf, and 
Copſin German to his Father, Huf« 
bapdto. his" Siſter, and Facherto 
his Wite-: for he Marryed Alberts 
Siſter, and then Albert Marryed 
his Daughter : hovy..many di-+ 
ſpenſations, muſt his Holineſſe 
gram here, and vyhereisthe park 
L294 00 anon 


(90) 
Canon Lavy vvhen large ſurms 
appear ? 

Bur for a vvhole anſvver to 
vvhar ever fromrthar Lavv can be 
brought againft Couſin Germans 
Marriages, I vvill cite one clauſe 
ofan At of Parliament Anna. 22. 
Hen. 8 cap, 38. | 

Since by reaſon of other probibiti- 
ons then Gods Law admitteth, which 
were invented by the Conrt of Rome 
( the Diſpenſation whereof they al.- 
wayes reſerv'd for themſelves, as ins 
Kindred or Affinity between Couſin 
Germans , Which yet were Lawfall, 
and not prohibited by Gods Law , 
and all becauſe they would get mony 

yir) many Sutesrof Law with wrong, 
ull oexations, and great Damage 
of the immcent Partyes have beet 
procard, andmany jufl Marriages 
brought 


(91) 

Brought into doubt and danger of 
undoing &1c. Bee it therefore En- 
ated by the King, Lords Spirituall 
and Temporall , that ſuch Marria- 
ves ſhall be. taken and judgd to be 
Lawfull, Fulit , Good, and In- 
difoluble.(vvhichClauſe oftheA& 
though theReſt of ie was repeal'd 
was fgnally eftabliſhed anno 1+ 
Elizabeth. cap. 1. 

8ly. An uſuall ObjeRion itis, 
and. almoſt inevery Bodyes 
Mouth , That ſecond ( ouſins may 
not Marry,. end conſequently that 
Fir maynot. 

I yvould fain knovy vvhere 
this prohibition is, for 1 muſt 
confeſs, I never yet underſtood 
vyhencethis Saying ſhould rake 
its riſe I haveheardofir often ſpo. 
ken, buryvhenT haveasK'd up. | 


HT. 
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on what gtounds they have ſaid . 
ſoe, they havereterr'd meto the 
Bible, andthe Table hung up #n 
Churches, Thus ignorance and 
Miſtakes:ſometimes wvill have 
Divine , authogicy to, \uphold 
them. indeeda Readineſs co be, 
leeve, ular: the Scripture and 
Church do'lay, does :gelerVe a 
good commendation;-Þiit it 1s a 
Sign of agreat vveaknels, Qrfieg» 
hgence, tobeover haſtyotBelceh, 
before vve are ſurethe Biple and 
the ( hurch:doſay..ſo ,. - Though 
ſurely , astothe ( hurcb;there are 
fevy vvhoerre this vedygfornovy 
a-dayes, Nhatis :;- as dixich-{ligh- 
ted bya greatmaryy1 I (ha more 
is aut Sorrhvyy asthn' Seriptures 
.are i little; jutkderſtood; as they 
Hrouldbez rind 1 -may;] trusly 
OVA 


athrm, 
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that thetaking things for- granted 
from the afſertions of lome men, 
'( whole Zeale-(that 1-may nor 
giveita worle word ) is greater 
then their Knowledgeor Reaſon ) 
and not- rightly conluicing the 
Scripture , and meekly ſubmir- 
ting to.the' Judgment of, the 
Church ,; has been the- occaſion 
of more miſcheif, then by agreax 
deal of piety can be took away. 
Inced nottel{ you Sir, there- is 
no ſuch thing in the Bible as a 
Prohibition of ſecond Coulins 
Marriages ;. and | am ſure in 
Arch Biſhop Parkers Tables we 
may find all Marriages forbid as: 
ſoorras Theſe. | But ſince bave 
prov'd by reaſon and example, 
that the wedlock of hiſt Coulins 
is|lawtull; and baye; or atleaſt 

| | ſhall 


(94) 
ſhall anſwer the objcRions 


; brought againſt them, there is 


none ſure who will read this 
Paper , that will queſtion the 
Marriage of Second Couſins, A 
thing indced which fince it is an 
error of the Multitude , and had 
no groundat all , deſerv'd to be 
laugh'd ar, rather then ſpoken 
ro, Bur, 

The 9th, and, which is + 
the moſt materiall argument, is 
—_ 

Smuppoſing the Marriages of GC ous 
fin Germans to be lawfull, yet s 
Þiſe mae upon the account of ( redit 
Sill abfain from them. 

A good report indeed is better 
then greatRiches, and he is ve. 
ry unwiſe who will loſe it when 
with Honeſty he may __* 

ug 
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But yet Sirto be fooliſhly ſcrupus». 
los in ſome actions that are not 
unlawtull , upon the (core ot an 
empty praiſe, -andto ſhun a 
conſiderable advantage for fcar 
of a Cenſure from the giddy vul- 
gar, is the way to loſe credit 
with wiſe men, whileſt we 
ſtrive to preſerveit. Ir is a ſign 
of a very weak Soul to be over 
much concern'd at the Praiſes 
or Diſpraiſes of the Many, when 
we our ſelvesare ſureour ations 
are in themſelves juſt and com- 
mendable. Andthough, Sir , [I 
would belothto be ſpoke, or 
thought ill of, even by the mea- 
neſt, yerl would nor purchaſe 
the good opinion of the Belt, 
with the loſle ofthe leaſt vertue, 
or what is next precious to ver- 

rue , 


(36) | 
rue, the greateſt comfort of 
my Life. t 

[think Sir , I ſhall not injure 
their argument, if I ſhallconſt: 
der Credit, £ 

1 . As it has Relation to the 'opi+ 
nions of ſome Leayned and'o00d men, 
who have been , and ſome Who now 
live, thatare againſt the Marriage 
of Couſin Germans. 
 2dly Asit bas Relation to ſome 
Weak ( briſtians who will be offen- 
ded,and Scandaliz'd in ſuch an atti- 
on. 
Tothe Yf. Sir, namely the Opi- 
nions of Learned and good men 1 
can ſay this; That though I re- 
verence Piety andeſtecm Learn- 
ing, yet #in matters of Faith and 
Religion, | muſt not bee led by 
any man againſt a well ground- 


ed 
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ed perſuaſion, ſc in the greateſt 
concerns of Life ( as a /Vife 
ſhould bee) ic would be a ma- 
nifeft Folly tobe overaw'd by a» 
grave 'Look and a Stately ſaying , 
when it. carries only the autho- 
rity of che Perſon,and ſhews me 
no realonforit, And I dareſay 
for my Friend that if any man 
can ſhew him better reaſon a- 
gainſt it;then he can for it,he will 
in point of Conſcience forgoe his 
Love; 'which Ichink is nor of leſs 
length then his Life. 

Nay ſome there are who ſay 
that theſe Marriagesin ſome caſes 
are very expedient , and thoſe 
who do diſlike them, do it, for 
the moſt part,upon chis account, 
that they are not well reliſh'd by 
the Common ' people, Now 

tiace 
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ſince the Vulgar ſo much eſteem 
theſe Good men they talk of,and 
are. {o ſtiff in urging their Aurho- 
rity, methinks they ſhould cons» 
form to their more Clear judg- 
ments; and not by a Folly, andill 
nature, perhiſt ro ſtrengthen thoſe 
arguments which were drawn 
only from the perverſneſs , and 
Ignorance of the multitude. A 
trowardneſle of Humor which 
theſe. good Men do, or ſhould 
like a greatdeal worle thenthe 
common people do theſe marri- 
ages. 

Somtimes | have thought how 
ſtrangely we have loſt our Libers 
ty in a roo much yeilding to the 
ignorance and Humors of the 
Vulgar. Sothar ac firſt what was 
only our modeſty and kindneſſe to 

them, 


bas we 
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them, is reckon'd now their Due; 
and not to obey their cenſures 
is look'd upon as our immorality, 
andcrime. [know nor whether 
inſo doing we have injurd our 
ſelves or Them tne more. Our 
ſelves in bringing our Repurati- 
on into ſuch narrow,and dange- 
rous Limits, Them,in permitting 
them to have fuch erroneous,and 
falſe conceptions of things, which 
notonly is the occaſion of , but 
many times is fin to them. I 
will not undertaketo preſcribe a 
way how theſe things ſhall be 
remedyed , ( forl am ſufficiently 
conſcious of mine own means 
neſs,and ſo am fitrer to be inſtru- 
ed my ſelfe then in ſuch impor-« 
tant diarescoteach others,) but 


| teally | know no better method 
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then that ſome men , who are 
noted for men ofPiety andLear- 
ning, ſhould at now and then 
ſome of thoſe Lawtfull things, 
though they are unuſuall, and e» 
ſeem'd by ſome unlawfull , that 
ſo, by their example, thecoms 
mon people may beundeceiv'd , 
and our Credit, in a thouſand 
affaires , fgrecd from that tick» 
liſh eftate ic is now in.” And by 
this means we may lay a good 
foundation for the ſtrengthning 
of VYeaker Brethren, which 
was the ſecond thing to beconfi- 
der'd. 

(onuſin Germans Marriages, 
though in themſelves net unlawfull, 
are yet to be abſtaind from as un- 
creditable and inexpedient upon the 
ſeore 


(101) 
feore of ſeandalizing VYeaker Bre= 
thren. | 

Inthe conſidering of this we 
willſce who are meant by VYeak 
Brethren , and how thele are to 
be deale with, chethrough ſta» 
ting of which , would cake up 
agreat Deal more time then am 
willing to beſtow upon it at pre» 
ſent. I will therefore diſpatch in 
as fevy words as 1 can, for1fear, 
Sir, Thavetir'd you no leſs then 
my ſelf. 

_- Firſt Then; Thoſe whowill 
be offended av every thing out of 
a Crofl-graind Humour , who 
* will make Piety a (loke of Malics. 
ouſneſſe.,'and will put on the Face 
of a Saint that they may the more 
ſecurely diſturb our Chriſtian Li- 
berty, and render others dilaffe- 
"y H 3 ed 
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Qedto us; who will willingly 
diſtort our Lawfull actions into: 
ill Precedents for their own 
wicked Deeds ; theſe [ ſay are 
ratherto be ſcourged then yeecl- 
dedto, and are tobe accounted. 
the Strength of the Divell , rather 
then the VYeakneſs of (briſtianity, 
- Thoſe only are to be cſteem'd 

weak Brethren , who out of fin« 
cctity of Heart are Scrupulous of 
many things which yet are Lavv- 
full., or who will be apt to make 
anill uſe of our Liberty,and rake 
incouragement thereby to fin. 

2dly, Theſe we muſt have a . 
tender reſpec for , and be very 
carefull how we put a ſtumbling 
Block intheir'way. 

What this carriage of ours 
ſhould be towards them, I will 


lay 
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lay downe in thele rwo politi- 
ONS. 

Firſt. When we ſee our Bro» 
ther will be offended at our ati. 
on , and be putin a fair way 
through our liberty ro commir 
ſin, alchough our action in it 
ſelfe be very Lawtull, yer if we 
can wave it without any great 
damageor diſadvantage to our 
ſelves or others, who are related 
tous , weought in Charity todo 
ſo: and this will appear from 
Romans. 14.21. Rom. 15,1, 2, 
. 3.1. Cor. $.13. Bur, 

adly, It the ation be of very 
great concerament, and ſuch as 
will influence on Life and the 
weell being of it, although our 
Weak Brother will be offended 
atit,we arc not boundto forego 
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-3t, Forrhis. would he to give 


the upperhand in the world to 
Ignorance and unſettled. Judges 
ments: to make Weakneſfle rhe 
controlerot the importanc affyires 
of ſociety, and to permit Fools 
to [way the Scepter over the wile 
and. Prudent. ſhould: thisibe 
permitted , for ought ee: i in our 
preſent Caſe,the MiRtre(s's Grant, 
and the Parents conſent would 
be very {mall and jnconſiderable 
things; ſince every Weak Brother 
mightcontradiR them, andeve- 
ry Mclancholy mandas the Pariſh 
forbid the Banes: Such as theſe 
muſt be inſtruced;; and it they 
are Chriſtians,as well as Weak, 
they will be willing robe raught, 
it rs are fliffe in their Opini- 


-ons, and will not yicldco a good 
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natur'd admonition they are 
worthy. of Puy; but . a Pity 
that njuſt be. ſhew'd in an 
angry. look , and cloarh'd 
with a Chiding and a ſharp.Ree« 
proofe, It will be well indeed 
it the proſperitic of our Brothers 
Soul and Body ſhall attend our 
Horiſhiog Condition y but if his 
negligence and ſtubbornneſſe 
will norpertnititto beſo, there 
isaiSeandal taken indeed ; bur 
none given, He will be unhap- 
Py, Þnt we ſhall not be guilty, 
he isro bepityed , but we nor 
to be blamed. Thus, Sir,l have 
conkider'd this laſt argument, 
though inſhorr, yet initsgreateſt 
ſtrength : and have'alſo ſhewn 
thattheſe marriages areconfhrm'd 
by the Lawes ofthe Land (made 
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by the moſt Reverend ofthe Clers 

, and the moſt prudent of the 
Laity) as well as approv'd of by 
the Laws of God: fo that the 
man muſt be ſtrangely Obſtinate 
or ſtupid , who will nor yield to 
the Lawfullneſs of them. 

For a Clole of all, I will in a 
word.or two fthew ( what atthe 
firſt | propoſ'd ) the Expedience 
of Couſin Germans Marriages,and 
the Conveniences of them, ſom- 
times. beyond thoſe of: others. 
And iftdecd they are very conh- 
dcrable. 

Firſt. Couſin Germans have 
more reaſon to know one anothers 
Tempers and Humors from their 
da yly converſe , and Education of» 
tentimes together, Ando being 
throughly acquainted, their 
Marriages 
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Marriages are not ſo much Lot. 
teryes as others are. And ſurely, 
if we ſhould / as the proverb 
ſaies) Eat a Peck of Salt with a 
Man before we Make him our 
Friend , it would not be amiſle 
if we ſhould cat ewo wich a 
YVoman , betore we make her, 
the moſt important of all Friends, 
a V/ife, | queſtion nor but the 
ſhort acquaincance of fo many in 
the world , before they. Marry , 
is the cauſe of ſo much unhappi- 
nels in YYedlock, before that of 
a Single Life. and I dare be bold 
to fay,thatthe moſt do not Marry 
the Perfon they think they joyn 
Hands with. For, Sir, Men and 
Women are not to be eltcem'd 
by their Faces, nor by their 
words; 1tis notthe Faircſt Body 


that 
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that alwayes carryes the beſt 
Soul ; and ſometimes I have 
thought char whilſt Providence 
has commended ſome deform'd 
Perſons by a quick and brave 
mind , it has ſetoff ſome meaner 
Souls by a ſpecious ourfide, and 
handſomesStaturethatin all chere 
might be ſomthing worthy of 
praiſe. Andrhen, Sir, it is the 
fault of young Perſons(and more 
then themtoo ) to be roo much 
taken with good words , and 
roeſteem Perſons, and = ras 
ther by cheir hopes ( which are 
for the moſt part toe high and 
extravagant , ) then by their 
Knowledg, ( which is too (el. 
dome ſure and: well grounded ) 
which unhappineſſle women 
are-in an eſpecial. manner inci- 
dent 
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demo , as from ſome other ac- 
counts , ſo from their power of 
Chooſing them Husbands only 
our of thole who come Suitors 
corhem, it being reckoned a 

iece of immodeſty in chem to 
[ook abroad , and be their own 
Carvers a ptiviledge,which men 
have before them. Beſides , 
Sir, it being counted a Diſcre- 
dit, and a Contewptible thing 
to be a Stale Maid, and ſome 
thinking the Leading Apes in Fell 
to be che greateſt Puniſhmene 
there ; Fearing allo, that vyhen 
ſuch or ſuch an admirer is ca- 
ſhierd they ſhall never have ano- 
ther,-or, art lealf, not a great 
yvhile,tharpleaſes themſo well, 
( afflitions too greatto be bora 


on 
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on is quickly kindled, and when 


it is kindled Flames vehemently, 
Thus having Love ſworn to 
them in Paſſionate expreſſions , 
and being made acquainted thar 
they are Nymphs, and Goddeſves . 
and are' made up of Diamonds 
Rubyes, Fair Roſes, Warm Snow, 
and the like, (things which 
they. never knew before; and 
now beginalmoſt in Earneſtto 
belceve) they give away theme» 
ſelves the ſooner, for bein 
made ſo precious ; and raiſed to 
To high a value, whilſt on both 
fides the Partyes are miſerably 
Cheated, and a Cloudis embra- 
ced inſtead of Funs : a Cloud 
that is big wich Tears, and 
weighty with Sorrows. 

2dly another conycnience of 
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ConſmnGermans Marriages is that 
which is.urg'd by many as a great 
ObjeQion againſt them, viz , 
' Their having the ſame Kindred, 
and their' Equally ſharing in the 
praiſes and diſpraijes of the Com- 
mon Stock : {o thatthey are free, 
for the moſt part, from thoſe 
jarrs that ariſe from the reflexi- 
ons onthe Meanneſs and Greats 
nefle of Parentage. There is 
nothing ſwells perſons more 
then the thoughts of an High 
Birth, And nothing common- 
ly ſhall fit more uneaſy upon 
one unequally yok'd then the 
Name of Family and Relations. 
Which thing unlefle there be 
Prudence on both hands to cores 
re it ( as it canont be often ex» 
pected, ſince there are more Fools 
| then 
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then wiſe ) will breed Feuds and 
quarrels, and make Wedlock 
very unpleaſant. But where 
there are Equall Deſcents ( as in 
Firſt Coulins ufually there are ) 
upbraidings are taken away. 1t 
their Births are Credicable , their 
Gloryings meet, and joyn in 
Conſent, if they are low and 
mean , their mouths are ſtop'd , 
ſince they cannot laſh the other , 
- but they muſt wound theme 
ſelyes. 

Theſe two conveniencyes , 
Sir, - are ſomething , but when 
they arc joynd with a Couſin Ger. 
man who is an Heireſs ofan E. 
ſtate which hath belong'd to the 
Name and Family , it may be, 
for ſome Ages { as ſometimes it 
may fall our )and ſhe has a Conſin 
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German-\' whom the can” love, 

and whois nor unworthy of her, 

icwill not be only convenient, 

bur Expediencchey ſhould -Mar- 
ry.” And it was upon this' ac- 
count that Zelopbebads Daugh- 
ters, and other Heireſſes among 
the Jevves were commanded to 
Marry into the Family of their 
Fathers; and the . next of thar 
Family, it was thought good , 

ſhould have chat priviledg be- 
' fore others, Which Cuftom 
{ as ſaid before Y ir is probable 
ether" Nations took up from the 
Jews. ; 


' lie mers Anicu Is genrre eft- Proximms ©, 
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And;bus;; Sir, 4 have: confide- 
red” chelc Marriages in'fewer 
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- words then | might have done; 
but in more , it may be, by 
farr then Inceded to have done. 
your ſelf, from a right opinion 
of the thing before , may ſeem 
to have a very little, or nothing 
at all, to do with this Letter 

though written to you and 
from your great accuracy and 
Criticallneſs, I might have 
fear'dit ſhould come under your 
Eye. But you know how ta 


excule as well as howto judge, ' |' 
and I was willing it ſhould goe | 


through your Hand to ſome pet» 
ſons ( who I think too much 
want fuch a thing ) that fo it 
might have ſome authority from 
you which it cannot have from 
ts Author, For though , Sir - 
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1aveſhew'd that ſuch Matrias 
es are not againſt the Law of 
Nature, of God , nor of the Land, 
yer, Sir ſuch an ones Good 
word as yours, will bequeath 
aStrengthro the atyument [have 
brought , which perhaps would 
not be ſeen without it ; and 
your approbation will make 


' Mens Fancyes ſubmic co truth, 


when otherwiſe 1 could have 
very little Hope from theirRea- 
2:4 thing which now Aa 
men , is conque- 

by Humor, and Overwhel- 
med by prejudice, However, 
Sir, if you will pleaſe ro think 
well ofthis Paper, and will give 
me that ſhare ih your Love”, 
which 1 have had hicherto be- 
12 yond 
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